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Message Text 


FOLLOWING ARTICLE BY MICHAEL GETLER, DATELINED BONN 
APPEARED IN WEDNESDAY WASHINGTON POST. 


BEGIN TEXT: 


SPY'S DEFECTION CAUSES RIPPLES IN W. GERMANY 


THE RECENT DEFECTION OF A TOP-LEVEL ROMANIAN INTELLIGENCE 
OFFICIAL - WHICH NORMALLY WOULD BE A QUIET COUP FOR THE 
WEST - HAS TOUCHED OFF A SERIOUS POLITICAL BATTLE HERE 
AND ADDED ANOTHER TOUCH OF UNCERTAINTY TO U.S.-WEST GERMAN 
RELATIONS. 


INFORMATION SUPPLIED TO THE CIA BY THE DEFECTOR. LT. GEN. 
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ION MIHAI PACEPA, HAS BEEN USED TO ALERT OTHER WESTERN 
GOVERNMENTS, REPORTEDLY INCLUDING FRANCE AND AUSTRIA, 
ABOUT PENETRATION BY ROMANIAN AGENTS. DETAILS HAVE BEEN 
KEPT UNDER WRAPS AND PACEPA REPORTEDLY IS STILT. BEING 
INTERROGATED IN THE UNITED STATES BY THE CIA. 


IN WEST GERMANY. HOWEVER, LEAKS ABOUT THE CASE TO CON- 
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SERVATIVE, OPPOSITION-ORIENTED NEWSPAPERS HAVE TOUCHED A 
NERVE IN A COUNTRY WHERE SPY STORIES OFTEN ARE ALMOST 
ROUTINE. 

THE DIFFERENCES THIS TIME IS THE ALLEGED CAST OF CHARAC- 
TERS, WHICH INCLUDES A MAIOR FIGURE ON THE LEFT OF BONN'S 
RULING SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY; THE TIMING, IUST A FEW 
WEEKS BEFORE A CRUCIAL STATE ELECTION; AND THE POLITICAL 
MOOD IN BOTH BONN AND WASHINGTON, WHERE LEADERS OF BOTH 
COUNTRIES WOULD LIKE TO FEEL MORE CONFIDENT ABOUT THE 
OTHER. 

SO FAR, WEST GERMANY IS KNOWN TO BE INVESTIGATING TWO 
OFFICIALS AS ALLEGED COMMUNIST AGENTS. ONE IS JOACHIM 
BROUDRE-GROEGER, 34, AN AIDE TO SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
MANAGER, EGON BAHR, WHO WAS THE STRATEGIST BEHIND FORMER 
CHANCELLOR WILLY BRANDT'S INNOVATIVE POLICY TOWARD EASTERN 
EUROPE. 

THE OTHER IS UWE HOLTZ, 34, A SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC DEPUTY 
WHOSE PARLIAMENTARY IMMUNITY WAS LIFTED BY THE LEGISLATURE 
THIS WEEK. 

BOTH OFFICIALS HAVE DENIED ANY INVOLVEMENT IN ESPIONAGE. 

BRANDT, NOW THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS, SEES IN 
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THE AFAIR A SMEAR CAMPAIGN ORCHESTRATED BY RIGHT-WING 
FORCES AND "ENEMIES OF DETENTE" IN WEST GERMANY AND OTHER 
COUNTRIES, POSSIBLY INCLUDING SOME IN THE UNITED STATES. 

CONSERVATIVE LEADERS SEE THE REVELATIONS AS ANOTHER 
INDICATION THAT THE LEFT WING OF CHANCELLOR HELMUT 
SCHMIDT'S RULING PARTY IS TAMPERING WITH NOTIONS THAT 
COULD JEOPARDIZE BONN'S ATTACHMENT TO THE WESTERN 
ALLIANCE AND LEAD IT INSTEAD INTO ACCOMODATION WITH THE 
SOVIETS. 

INTELLIGENCE OFFICIALS INDICATE THEY SEE NO PLOT FROM THE 
LEFT OR RIGHT, BUT A SITUATION IN WHICH A WELL-PLACED 
DEFECTOR CAME TO THE WEST WITH A LOT OF WHAT IS VIEWED AS 
SOLID INFORMATION, SOME OF WHICH WAS LEAKED HERE FOR 
POLITICAL PURPOSES. 

THE LEAKS, IN FACT, MAY HAVE COME SO SOON THAT THEY WILL 
MAKE IT DIFFICULT FOR SUCURITY FORCES HERE TO COLLECT 
EVIDENCE AGAINST THOSE UNDER SUSPICION. 

INFORMANTS CLOSE TO THE SITUATION SAY THAT PACEPA DID NOT 
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NAME INDIVIDUALS BUT RATHER PROVIDED SEVERAL LEADS WHICH 
WEST GERMAN SECURITY FORCES THEN FOLLOWED UP. 

OFFICIALS FROM BONN'S OFFICE FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE 
CONSTITUTION, SIMILAR TO THE U.S. FBI, WERE UNDERSTOOD TO 
BE PRESENT AT THE CIA INTERROGATION OF PACEPA, WHO DEFECTED 
JULY 29 WHILE ON A TRIP TO COLOGNE IN WEST GERMANY. 

THERE IS SOME SUSPICION THAT THE LEAKS COULD HAVE COME 
EITHER FROM INTELLIGENCE OR FEDERAL CRIMINAL OR PROSECU- 
TION OFFICES, EACH OF WHICH HAS A SHARE OF POLITICAL CON- 
SERVATIVES IN THE UPPER RANKS. 

THE KEY PRESS REPORT CAME IN THE DAILY DIE WELT, THE 
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FLAGSHIP OF THE CONSERVATIVE PUBLISHING EMPIRE RUN BY AXEL 
SPRINGER. IT SAID INFORMATION SUPPLIED BY PACEPA INDICATED 
THAT BAHR HAD DRAWN UP A PLAN UNDER WHICH WEST GERMANY 
WOULD WITHDRAW FROM NATO IN RETURN FOR A SOVIET PLEDGE OF 
NONAGRESSION AND REUNIFICATION OF THE TWO GERMANIES. THE 
PAPER SAID THE SOVIETS HAD BEEN INFORMED ABOUT THE PLAN 
BY BROUDRE-GROEGER. 

THAT STORY SENT THE GOVERNMENT THROUGH THE ROOF, IN THE 
WORDS OF ONE OFFICIAL, AND BONN ASKED FOR A FORMAL U.S. 
STATEMENT. THE CAREFULLY WORDED STATE DEPARTMENT REPLY 
SAID THE UNITED STATES "HAS NEITHER DOCUMENTARY NOR ANY 
OTHER EVIDENTIARY MATERIAL" WHICH SAYS THAT BAHR HAD MADE 
SUCH PROPOSALS. 

THE STATEMENT LEAVES OPEN THE QUESTION OF WHETHER THE 
UNITED STATES HAS OTHER, LESS FORMAL INDICATIONS, OF BAHR'S 
PROPOSALS, WITH FEWER SPECIFIC QUALIFIERS. 

BAHR, IN A TELEVISION INTERVIEW LAST NIGHT, ;ENIED ANY 
THOUGHTS OF WEST GERMANY EVER LEAVING THE WESTERN ALLI- 
ANCE. HE SAID THIS WAS "AN OLD STORY" OF 1968 VINTAGE, 

WHEN, HE SAID, "THINKING PAPERS OR MODELS" WERE DEVELOPED 
AND THAT IT HAD NOW BEEN DUG UP BEFORE THE STATE ELECTIONS. 

"I'M SURE OUR PARTNERS CAN DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN POLICY 
OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AND INTERNAL POLITICAL DIS- 
CUSSIONS," HE ADDED. 

THE U.S. STATEMENT, NEVERTHELESS. DREW WASHINGTON DEEPER 
INTO THE CONTROVERSY. THE FOREIGN POLICY SPOKESMAN OF THE 
INTO THE CONTROVERSY. THE FOREIGN POLICY SPOKESMAN OF THE 
OPPOSITION CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS, WERNER MARX, SUGGESTED 
UNCLASSIFIED 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 05 STATE 226503 

THAT THE UNITED STATES HAD DELIVERED THE REQUESTED "WHITE- 
WASH NOTICE." 

BAHR IS A MAJOR TARGET OF THE CONSERVATIVE OPPOSITION 
HERE AS A POSSIBLE SYMBOL, IN THEIR EYES, OF NAIVE 
FLIRTATION WITH THE SOVIETS. 

BAHR IS, IN FACT, SOMETHING OF A MAVERICK EVEN WITHIN HIS 
OWN PARTY, AN ARTICULATE AND SERIOUS MAN AND A NATIONALIST 
WHO KEEPS THE GOAL OF GERMAN REUNIFICATION IN FRONT OF HIM. 
BUT HE SERVES A WEST GERMAN GOVERNMENT WHICH TODAY IS MUCH 
MORE CONSERVATIVE THAN THE BRANDT GOVERNMENT HE ONCE 
SERVED. 

BAHR'S LINKS TO THE SOVIETS WERE ALSO THE SUBJECT OF AN 
ARTICLE BY COLUMNISTS EVANS AND NOVAK LAST MONTH WHICH 
HAS CONTRIBUTED TO THE IDEA IN SOME GOVERNMENT CIRCLES OF 
A COORDINATED CAMPAIGN TO GET THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS, THROUGH 
BAHR, AT A TIME WHEN THE COUNTRY IS BECOMING MORE CON- 
SERVATIVE. 

IN MAY, WHITE HOUSE NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISOR ZBIGNIEW 
BRZEZINSKI WAS ALSO WIDELY REPORTED TO HAVE TOLD A WEST 
GERMAN VISITOR THAT BONN "SEEMED TO BE ENGAGED IN A PROCESS 
OF SELF-FINLANDIZATION," MEANING AN ACCOMMODATION WITH THE 
SOVIETS. 

CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT ALSO RAISED SOME EYEBROWS IN HIS OWN 
FOREIGN MINISTRY THIS SPRING WHEN HE DISPATCHED BAHR TO 
MOSCOW TO DISCUSS THE VISIT OF SOVIET PRESIDENT LEONID 
BREZHNEV TO BONN. BAHR HAD BEEN THE STORNGEST CRITIC OF 
THE U.S. NEUTRON WEAPON PROPOSAL AND SO THIS CHOICE, DES- 
PITE BAHR'S GOOD CONNECTIONS IN MOSCOW, FED SOME AMMUNITION 
TO THE CRITICS. END TEXT. CHRISTOPHER 
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